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Foreword

How do SOF Fit into Fighting Transnational 
Organized Crime

Rear Admiral Kerry Metz

It is my pleasure to present this publication’s summary and conclusions 
from our 2015 Symposium on Transnational Organized Crime (TOC) 

conducted with our Canadian Special Operations Forces (CANSOF) and 
Mexican special operations and law enforcement partners. Why is TOC a 
concern and why should it be a concern to our special operations commu-
nity? The nexus between criminal and terrorist networks is significant and 
evolving, and the threat to our nations’ security demands that we collectively 
explore regional whole-of-government approaches and determine the poten-
tial Special Operations Forces (SOF) roles for countering and diminishing 
these violent destabilizing networks. The panel summaries that fill this pub-
lication detail our national sovereignty challenges, shared opportunities, and 
most importantly, some very useful conclusions regarding the employment 
of SOF against TOC.

For this years’ symposium, we are again indebted to U.S. Special Opera-
tions Command’s Joint Special Operations University for establishing an 
academic environment with subject matter experts so we could collabora-
tively explore regional implications. CANSOF Command’s recent publica-
tion, ‘By, With, Through’ captures the theme and discussions from our 2014 
symposium and highlights the imperative of working with national and 
agency partners to solve complex transnational problems. Because of the 
groundwork we established in 2014, we were able to focus this year’s sym-
posium not only on the specific Western Hemisphere TOC challenges, but 
also on potential roles and unified actions for SOF. The wonderful diver-
sity of profession, experience, and expertise of our panelists and attendees 
enabled focused discussions that were thought provoking and extremely 
useful. Our discussions focused on our shared national interests, our unique 
perspectives, and arguably our disjointed national policies. Most important 
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to United States Special Operations Command North (SOCNORTH), and I 
hope for our partners, were our discussions on how the employment of SOF 
could address TOC challenges.

Let me conclude by expressing my appreciation, gratitude, and merci 
to our Canadian SOF partners who continue to make these symposiums 
relevant and impactful to SOCNORTH and to our greater SOF community. 
Equally, I want to extend my appreciation and gracias to our Mexican part-
ners who attended our symposium. Without their insights and operational 
perspectives, this symposium would have faltered. And finally, I want to 
extend our most sincere gratitude and shared appreciation for our SOF and 
law enforcement professionals who engage without hesitation, often at great 
sacrifice, and with great skill to preserve our nations’ sovereignty, way of life, 
and prosperity in our hemisphere.
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